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HERSETH            SANDLIN INTRODUCES VETERANS EDUCATION IMPROVEMENT ACT 
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Legislation            Provides Common-Sense Improvements and Updates to Education Benefits
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March 6,            2009, Washington, DC-
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This            week Chairwoman of the Veterans’ Affairs Economic Opportunity Subcommittee,            Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin introduced the “Veterans Education Improvement            Act,” a bill that improves educational benefits provided to veterans            once they return home and reflects the sacrifice of today’s American            heroes. While the Post-9/11 GI Bill signed into law last year takes            many significant steps to improve education benefits for veterans, the            “Veterans Education Improvement Act” will further strengthen education            benefits to ensure our veterans receive the educational benefits they            have earned and deserve to compete in these difficult economic times.            

 9 / 22



Herseth Sandlin Introduces Veterans Education Improvement Act

“While the Economic            Opportunity Subcommittee’s number one priority remains working to ensure            the VA implements the Post-9/11 GI Bill by the August 1, 2009 deadline,            the Subcommittee also remains committed to further improving educational            benefits for our nation’s veterans,” Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. “The            legislation I introduced provides specific improvements and adjustments            not addressed in last year’s update to the Montgomery GI Bill. Ultimately,            my bill intends to make it easier, not harder for veterans to access            the education benefits they’ve earned following their service.”

 10 / 22



Herseth Sandlin Introduces Veterans Education Improvement Act

Herseth Sandlin’s            bipartisan “Veterans Education Improvement Act” is the product of numerous            hearings held by her Subcommittee during both the 110th Congress and            111th Congress, which have allowed for close evaluation of veterans            education benefits and input from veteran service organizations, education            leaders, government agencies, and other policy experts. The bill is            cosponsored by Subcommittee Ranking Member John Boozman (R-AR). 
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Rep. Herseth Sandlin’s            bill will:

    -  
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Allow for use              of educational assistance for business courses, continuing education,              and preparatory courses; 

    -  
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Allow servicemembers              to repay federal student loans with their MGIB entitlements; 

    -  
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Create an on-campus              work-study pilot program; 

    -  
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Provide additional              work study jobs for veterans; 

    -  
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Benefit increase              extensions for certain individuals pursuing apprenticeship or on the              job training; 

    -  
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Provide basic              educational assistance benefits for veterans discharged from active              duty with a general discharge; 

    -  
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Increase the              amount of reporting fees payable to educational institutions that              enroll veterans receiving educational assistance; 

    -  
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Provide additional              areas of work-study for veterans; 

    -  
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Modify the advance              payment of initial educational assistance or substance allowance 
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